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“ THE LOW BIDDER IS.... ”’ 


One could have heard a pin drop as a group of 
construction contractors observed Joseph S. Oswald, 
Auditor | with the Bureau of Contract Administration, 
opening sealed bids and listened attentively while his 
Bureau Chief, John A. Kilpatrick, read each of them. 

The contractors, who submitted the bids, were 
attending one of the weekly bidding sessons held in 
the cafeteria of the Main Building in Trenton to learn 
who was the low bidder for a Department project. 

Like a mystery novel, once the climax was reached 
(the last bid read), the session was over. 

Although the bidding session appeared to be quite a 
simple procedure, considerable work must be completed 
by Bureau personnel before each session can get under— 
way. For instance, before any contractor is eligible to 
bid, each has to be ‘‘qualified’’ by the Bureau to help 
protect the contract investments of the State or the public. 

‘Years ago the Department, together with represent— 
atives of bonding companies and reputable contracting 
firms, developed a system of classifying contractors to 


rid the highway construction industry of incompetent and 
financially unsound contractors,’’ states Chief Kilpatrick. 


Personnel involved in the ‘‘bid opening’’ activities are 
(left to right): Janice Rita, Senior Clerk Typist (Recorder); 
Joseph S$. Oswald, Auditor | (Bid Opener); Roberty J. Paci, 
Deputy Attorney General ; John A. Kilpatrick, Chief, Bureau of 
Contract Administration (Narrator), and Edward R. D’Arcy, 
Project Engineer, Construction (Presiding Officer). 

Included with this group but not pictured are two Microfilm 
Operators with Central Services Betsy Cantwell and Michelle 
Potecki who microfilm on the spot all bidding proposal doc- 
uments submitted by eligible bidders. 


Personnel of the Bureau classify all prospective bid— 
ders by the type and the amount of work for which they 
are qualified to bid. This is done with sworn statements 
provided by the contractors on Department questionaires, 
said Joseph S. Oswald. Also, he explains, each pros— 
pective bidder must furnish, under oath, statements on 
the firm’s finances, the adequacy of its plant and equip— 
ment, the experience of its key personnel, the company’s 
performance record and any other pertinent information 
that may justify the rating requested. Also, the potential 
bidder must provide an affidavit indicating that the firm 
has adopted an Affirmative Action Program of Equal Em— 
ployment Opportunity designed to prevent discrimination 
because of race, color, creed, national origin, sex or age. 

Assisting the Chief and Mr. Oswald are: Felix A. 
Almanzor, Auditor III; Edward A. Meckel, Head Audit 
Account Clerk; John Paul Jr. and Loloria J. Steckel, 
Principal Audit Account Clerks; Jo Ann Kliwinski, 
Principal Clerk Stenographer; Patricia Leake, Senior 
Clerk Stenographer, Janice V. Rita, Senior Clerk Typist; 
Donald Smith, Senior Audit Account Clerk; Madaline 
Harris, Audit Account Clerk and Patricia Pagels, Clerk 
Stenographer. 

Bureau of personnel check all statements fully and 
obtain verification of items shown on the financial 
questionaire. If an applicant contractor has not performed 
previous work for the Department, Mr. Oswald explains, 
the organizations that are listed on the prospective bid- 
der’s questionaire for work done in the previous five 
years, are contacted to obtain opinions as to the appli- 

_cant’s effectiveness. It usually takes from eight days 
to two weeks to check the prospective bidder’s state— 
ments and to notify the contractor of his classification, 
he said. ‘‘The Department keeps all of the information 
confidential,’’ Mr. Oswald emphasized. 

Also, Bureau personnel are responsible for the ad— 
vertising of all Department projects, the distribution and 
sale of all the proposed project plans and supplementary 
specifications, and the receipt of all bids submitted for 
Department construction projects. 


COOL HOODS FOR HOT HEADS 


Some people think the Department is clothing some 
of its employees for a trip to the moon. Others wonder 
whether we have visitors from outer space. Actually, 
what they observed was Department sandblasters wear— 
ing cool hoods designed for hot weather. 


Bill Tunes, Assistant Foreman (right), helps Martin Chad- 
wick, Equipment Operator, get into the air conditioned hood. 
Both work out of the Manahawkin yard. 

Recently, the Department purchased two new hoods, 
each equipped with an air conditioner that will keep 
the wearer cool during hot, humid weather. The air 
conditioned hoods are used for sandblasting guard— 
rail and for other sandblasting jobs. 

The small portable air conditioner weighs only 20 
pounds, attaches to the operator’s belt, and permits 
complete freedom of movement. By simply turning the 
control dial the operator can lower temperatures by 
as much as 57 degrees, and can draw cool, refreshing 
air into the hood while the hot air is discharged. Air 
is supplied by a compressor and flows through a filter 
to the air conditioner. Air inside the air conditioner 
whirls at such a fast speed that the cooled air is 
seperated from the incoming air and moves into the 
head gear. 


MARY FAZIO FETED AT LUNCHEON, 
OTHERS RETIRE 


Mary Fazio, Accident Record Clerk with the Bureau 
of Accident Records, was honored for her 13 years of 
service at a luncheon held at Landwehrs Restaurant. 

Others who have retired include Stephen D. Druzback, 
Assistant Engineer (46 years); Dorsey L. Schaible, 
Highway Marking Foreman (41 years) and Nicholas M. 
Cutter, Truck Driver (39 years) all with Construction 
and Maintenance; Herbert F. Krueger, (19 years), and 


Walter B. Ridley, (13 years), all Senior Right of Way 
Negotiators with Right of Way. 


RETIREES 


William Nochumson, Principal Engineer with Design 
(47 years); Armand E. Innocenzi, Electrical Foreman 
(38 years) and John Spewak, Equipment Operator (31 
years), both with Construction and Maintenance; Fredwin 
C. Baker, Principal Engineering Aide with Planning and 
Research (27 years); Joseph F. Favata, Mechanic’s 
Helper and Warren John Wise, Foreman, (24 years each), 
Carlo Giancorell, Landscape Assistant Foreman (23 
years), Maurice H. Souden, Highway Inspector (17 years), 
all with Construction and Maintenance; Rosario T. 
Di Martino, Assistant Chief Security Officer with Central 
Services (16 years); Walter Koral, Truck Driver (12 
years) and Howard Leake, Senior Engineer (7 years), 
both with Construction and Maintenance; Leroy Thomp— 
son, Bridge Operator || with Transportation Operations 
and Local Aide and Fred L. Sue, Right of Way Negot— 
iator with Right of Way, (7years each). 


22 COMPLETE ECOLOGICAL TRAINING 


Twenty—two Department employees completed a four— 
day Ecological Impacts of Proposed Highway Improve— 
ments course recently conducted by New England Res— 
earch, Inc. in the Main Building Annex. 

The training, coordinated by the Training Section, 
was designed for personnel who gather, prepare, analyze 
and evaluate ecological data for environmental assess— 
ments, environmental impact statements and other en— 
vironmental reports. Instructors and training materials 
were provided by the National Highway Institute. 

Those who completed the course are: Clifford Ellis, 
John Datz, Frederick Bogdan, Walter Caddell, William 
Reilly, Gerald Altobelli, Alvah Cook, Robert Suess, 
William Dickinson, Roy Wagner, Alan H. Abronski, 
Donald Mauer, David Majofsky, Raymond Pippitt, Earl 
T. Jones, James Giblin, Alberto Nogueira, Juno Vanelli, 
William Feldman, Paul Cohn, Robert J. Cunningham and 
Joseph Battaglia. 


DIRECT RETIREMENT QUESTIONS TO 
CECILE DRUZ of PERSONNEL, 609-292-3913 


Happy Notes 


The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Holy Trinity in 
Trenton provided the setting for the wedding of Miss 
Phylis J. Skreener, Clerk Stenographer with Design, to 
Rickey F. Sanchez. The bride is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Skreener of Ewing Township. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Brigini have announced the engage- 
ment of their daughter, Miss Debra Brigini, Senior Clerk 
Stenographer with Plant and Project Inspection, to James 
Maione Jr. of Bordentown. Mr. Brigini is a Security Of- 
ficer with Central Services. 


Miss Jo Ann Vannozzi, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Nello 
Vannozzi of Yardville, recently became the bride of 
William B. Lloyd in a ceremoney performed in the Saint 
Vincent De Paul Roman Catholic Church, Yardville. Mr. 
Vannozzi is Senior Postal Clerk with Central Services’ 


Mail Room. 


The engagement of Roselle Dobo, Senior Clerk Typist 
with Personnel, to Jack Haupt, has been announced by 
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Dobo of Groveville. 


Mrs. Julia Allen, Secretarial Assistant || with Legal 
Services, and her husband, Paul, have announced the 
birth of their second child, Andrew Michael, recently born 
in Helene Fuld Medical Center. The couples’ first child is 
Amy Marie, age 2. 


United in marriage were Florence E. Lee, Senior Clerk 
Typist with Quality Control, and Richard D. Leonard ina 
double-ring candlelight ceremoney in the Shiloh Baptist 
Church in Trenton. The couple spent their honeymoon in 


the Bahamas. 


Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Matelski of Trenton have an- 
nounced the engagement of their daughter, Terry Diane 
Matelski, Accident Record Clerk with the Bureau of Ac- 
cident Records, to Douglas Yahn. A May wedding is 
planned in the Ewing Presbyterian Church. 


Judy Hoban exchenged wedding vows with Peter 
F. Daly II, Auditor Ill with Fiscal Management during 
a ceremoney held in St. Michael’s Catholic Church. 
The couple honeymooned in St. Croix. 


Mr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Salt of Trenton have announ— 
ced the engagement of their daughter, Beverly Marie, 
Senior Clerk Stenographer with Local Federal Aide, to 
Richard Thomas Osvai. 


John A. Giambrone, Accident Record Clerk with the 
Accident Records Bureau, and his wife, Theresa have 
announced the. birth of their second child, Jeanine 
Theresa, recently born in Pennsylvania Hospital in 
Philadelphia. The couple have a 14—month old son, 
John Carmen. 


TWO AWARDED TRAINING CERTIFICATES 


School is out for two Department employees who have 
completed an automotive mechanics training course. 

John A. Dilts and William S. Odas each received an 
apprentice certificate after completing the three-year 
course at the Mercer County Vocational Technical School. 
The course included on-the-job training at the Fernwood 
garage. 

The program was administered by personnel of the 
Bureau of Training and Employee Services in cooperation 
with the New Jersey Board of Education and the Vo-Tech 
school. 


Left to right are Michael Kjetsaa, Chief, Bureau of Equip- 
ment; Silas (Sy) Pierson, Master Mechanic; John A. Dilts, 
William S. Odas and Joseph Saproni, Assistant Master Mechan- 
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TIPS FOR COLDS 


Although doctors say there doesn’t appear to be any 
sure-fire way to cure a cold, here are a number of recom- 
mendations from the Employee Health Services Section 
that will help: 

@ Try to get more rest than usual. 

e@ A hot bath or shower before going to bed may help 
decongest respiratory passages. 

@ Drink lots of liquids (water, fruit juices.) 

@ If you have a fever, take something --such as aspirin 
--to lower it. A nasal decongestant or antihistamine 
may provide relief for blocked sinuses, and a hot 
lemonade can help relieve a sore throat. 

@ If you smoke, try hard to stop. 

Remember, colds are caused by viruses, so antibiotics 
are of no use, although they may be prescribed to treat 
such complications as ear, throat, or sinus infection 
caused by bacteria. 

lf you have any doubt about whether you have a cold 
or some other type of infection, contact your own doctor, 
don’t undertake home treatment. 


COVER 


Florence Housel, Security Officer with Central 
Services, routinely records Don Marhefka’s name 


as he leaves Fernwood. Mr. Marhefka is a Sign 
Fabricator with the Sign Shop. 


Larry O'Rourke, Transporter Editor, Phone: 609-292-3107 


